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“Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.” Luke 24:35 (NRSV)
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Join us for the last Gathering of the year, the
annual Chili Dinner at McLoud First UMC!
The November Gathering will be November 15th at McLoud First United Methodist Church,
which is located at 415 S. 8th Street in McLoud. The Chili Dinner will begin at 5:30 PM, followed by Praise and Worship at 7:00 PM. Community members are asked to bring desserts or
drinks to share.
To get to McLoud First UMC, take I-40 to exit #176, go north on State Highway 102 for 2 1/2
miles and turn left onto 44th Street / Redskin Road. Go 1/2 mile and take the first right, which
is 8th Street. Go north for 3/4 of a mile and the church will be on your left.
If you will be needing childcare, please RSVP with Debbie Rowland at 681-2135 or 802-8113.
See you at the Gathering!

Chrysalis Flights approaching soon
Pioneer Country Chrysalis Boy’s Flight #8 and Girl’s Flight #9 will be held December 31, 2014
- January 3, 2015 at McFarlin Memorial United Methodist Church, 419 S. University Blvd, in
Norman. Kyle Farnham is the Lay Director for the Boy’s Flight and Nancy Hughes is the Lay
Director for the Girl’s Flight. Please be in prayer for those youth that you feel led to share
Christ’s love by sponsoring them on these next flights.
To get to McFarlin Memorial UMC, take I-35 to exit #109 and go east on Main Street approx 2
miles. Make a right turn onto University Blvd and go south 1/3 mile and the church will be on
your left. Please enter the church at the southeast door. There will be someone at the desk in
the lobby to check you in ( if you are working behind the scenes, they will check for security
clearance) and give you directions.
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The Prayer to the Holy Spirit
(posted on Facebook)
Since 1985 I have been involved in the Walk to Emmaus movement of the United Methodist
Church. When the Chrysalis weekends (for teens) began in Michigan, I quickly became part of
that. More recently, I have been a part of the Keryx prison ministry movement which is a similar
weekend but held for the inmates of prisons here in Michigan. (In other parts of the world, the
comparable prison ministry is called Kairos.)
All of these are an outgrowth of the larger Cursillo movement that began in the Roman Catholic
Church, in Spain in 1949. As Protestants became interested in the Cursillo, many Protestant versions began to arise. The Walk to Emmaus is simply the United Methodist version. Chrysalis is
the United Methodist version for teenagers. But, there are many other Protestant versions of
Cursillo as well, including: Pilgrimage (Presbyterian), Via de Christo (Lutheran), Episcopal Cursillo, Tres Dias, DeColores in Christo, etc.
It is characteristic of most of these Cursillo-type weekends that at the beginning of the several
talks (traditionally called “rollos“) given on the weekend some version of the following prayer is
recited by the participants:
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created and You shall renew the face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be
truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

This is an ancient prayer. It is so ancient that no one knows who wrote it. The last part of the
prayer dates back at least as far as the ninth century, since a version of it is found in
the Gregorian Sacramentary.
So, participants on these weekends learn this prayer but they don’t always understand it. Some
actually learn to dislike it, since it is difficult to understand. And, since they are required to recite it, it becomes to them simply a prayer they pray by rote.
I happen to think its a wonderful prayer. It just needs some explanation.
(continued on next page)

The prayer falls into three distinct parts.
1. An Invitation to the Holy Spirit:
“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.”

It is this phrase of the prayer, more than anything else, that gives it
the common titles “The Prayer to the Holy Spirit” or “The Holy
Spirit Prayer.” Usually, prayer is addressed to God the Father
through (or in the name of) the Son, in (or inspired by) the Holy
Spirit — and this prayer is too. But, it begins with an invitation for
the Spirit to inspire all of God’s faithful — and that would include
the hearers of the talk. This phrase recognizes that it is the Holy
Spirit that inspires Christians to pray. “Pray in the Spirit at all
times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18 NRSV). Most of all, it is the fire
of love that the Holy Spirit inspires: “…God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.” (Romans 5:5 NRSV).
2. A Bible Verse (Psalm 104:30):
“Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created and You shall renew the face of the earth.”

Many people who recite this prayer do not realize that this is a Bible verse. Psalm 104 is a psalm of praise to God for God’s creation
of all the earth and its creatures. “O LORD, how manifold are your
works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.” (Psalm 104:24 NRSV). God not only creates all living
things, but he sustains them. “These all look to you to give them
their food in due season; when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. When
you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their
dust.” (Psalm 104:27-29 NRSV). Then we read the phrase: “When you send forth your spirit, they
are created; and you renew the face of the earth.” God is active in creating and sustaining — and in
re-creating!
The Spirit who inspires our prayers is also the Spirit of all life. So, the invitation for the Spirit’s inspiration is enhanced by a Biblical reminder of who the Spirit is — and what the Spirit does. By the
Spirit, God creates — and re-creates.

(continued on next page)

3. A Prayer:
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by
the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations. Through Christ Our
Lord. Amen.

This is the prayer itself. The first two parts can be seen as a preparation for this prayer. Notice (as I said above) that this is a prayer to
God through Christ inspired by the Holy Spirit. As God instructed
the hearts of the faithful in times past, so may God also instruct us
today. The purpose of such inspiration is two-fold: that we might be
“truly wise” — with the wisdom of God — and that we might “ever
enjoy God’s consolations” — all the gifts of God’s grace.
It is this part of the prayer that goes back to at least the ninth century — and probably earlier. Thus,
when we join in this prayer we are joining with the early church — and with the faithful of Israel as
they sang their psalms — in praying for the continued inspiration and re-creation of the Holy Spirit.
All in all, it’s quite an inspiring and powerful prayer — if we understand it.
For some reason (no doubt with the intention of making the prayer more personal), in the United
Methodist Walk to Emmaus, the prayer has been changed to read this way:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send
forth your Spirit and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. O God, who
by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy
Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

While this does make it more personal, it also obscures the fact that the second sentence is actually a
Bible verse. People may wonder why they are praying for God to “create” them when they have
(evidently) already been created. But, remember: this is an affirmation of who the Spirit is and what
the Spirit does. God creates us by the Spirit, because it is always the Spirit of God that gives life. God
re-creates us in love through faith in Jesus Christ. So, while that part of the current Emmaus version
of the prayer is a little strange, if you know it is a reference to Psalm 104:30 you still get the idea.
This prayer also lends itself to responsive reading:
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.
Let us pray.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the
same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations. Through Christ Our
Lord. Amen.

All in all, this is a wonderful prayer. It is a way of praying with the early church and with the faithful
down through the ages for the inspiration and power of the Holy Spirit. It also joins us with the ancient praises of Israel.
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Do you have a 4th Day
Story?
How about a good study
or devotional idea that’s
worked for you?
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Why not share them with
the PCE community?

CALENDAR
November 15, 2014
November Gathering
McLoud First UMC
415 S. 8th Street - McLoud

Just email it to :

roostertales@
gmail.com

Chili dinner begins at 5:30 PM. Please bring a dessert or
drinks. Praise and worship follows at 7:00 PM. Childcare is
available, PLEASE RSVP with Debbie Rowland at 681-2135 or
802-8113 to make the necessary preparations for your child.
Gatherings are open to all so please invite a friend!

roostertales@
gmail.com

November 15, 2014

PCE Board Meeting - 3:00 PM
McLoud First United Methodist Church
415 S. 8th Street - McLoud

November 15, 2014

November Gathering - 5:30 PM
McLoud First United Methodist Church
415 S. 8th Street - McLoud

December 6, 2014

PCE Board Meeting - 9:00 AM
UM Church of the Servant
14343 N. MacArthur Blvd. - OKC

December 31, 2014 January 3, 2015

Pioneer Country Chrysalis Flights
McFarlin Memorial UMC
419 S. University Blvd. - Norman
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ROOSTER TALES newsletter is published by the Pioneer Country Emmaus Board of Directors for
the local Emmaus Community with editions every month except for December. The Newsletter Editor,
Kim Smith, can be reached by email at roostertales@gmail.com or by phone at 405-343-6408. The
electronic version is available on the web @ www.pioneercountryemmaus.com.
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